Duke-Elder (I972) referred to a paper of mine (Hagedoorn, 1950) Figure I in the original paper), the well-known tiny lines and breaks of true angioid streaks may be traced.
The unusual shape of the retinal haemorrhages evidently had to be attributed to new breaks or enlargement of existing breaks which were due to the minor blunt trauma in an eye affected by the typical degeneration of Bruch's membrane, known as Address for reprints: Professor A. Hagedoorn, MD, as above.
'angioid streaks'. In the other eye, which showed the same central greyness and dots, tiny angioid streaks could also be traced. But at that time no pseudoxanthoma had developed, nor were there other signs of the disease (calcified vessels).
It is significant that a brother had suddenly died of gastric haemorrhage.
In our first patient, who was first presented at the Dutch Ophthalmological Society (Hagedoorn, I937a) and thereafter extensively published (Hagedoom, I939), there were also severe degenerations in the elastic tissue of the blood vessels of the intestines. They were described by Sekir in a chapter of Prick's monograph on pontine bulbar paralysis by pseudoxanthoma elasticum (Prick, I938) . Sekir was killed in the bombing of Rotterdam, as I stated in my discussion with Verhoeff on the nature of angioid streaks (Hagedoom, 1939; Verhoeff, 1939) in which I referred to his findings at necropsy, which I believe to be the first pathological description of this disease. My conclusion that angioid streaks may be caused by premature ageing of the elastic fibres (Hagedoorn, 1939) was supported by this discussion and recently by Hervouet ( I962) in a comment on the paper of Levasseur (I962). Levasseur 
